


Qantas First Class Loungée Sydney

Flying upstairsinthe pointy end Now has more perks than you could possibly imagine.

into slickly-designet venues that would rival the most cpulent of inner city hotels.

Qantas has now waighed in with arguably the "last word' in premium passenger lounges — its First Class Lounge at
the vost mojority of airport fitouts, the Lounge has been accommodatedina purpase-
puilt structute high on Level 4, Sydney Alrport engaged Woods Bagot to design Ihe base building work with its sublime,
trles ond abundant natural light; while the Lounge’s Interior was designed by Marc Newson

Geroncu\icohv-:nspi:cd geome
Ltd in collaberation with assaciate architect Sebastien Segers and Woods Bogo! Sydney. The project was managed by CRI

Austtclic ond constructed by Built.

\/\/Dl[dwidc mojor aillines are spending big moneyon departure lounges for big-spending flyers. turning these a1ecs

Sydney International Airporf, Unlike

The First Shall be Class

tagade overtooking the cifline’s new Airbus A380 boording

The 2500sam Lounge has beaen bullt over two ficors with a glass
po. restauront and licrary.

gotes. The Lounge includoes a number of differant zones, Including separate lounge areas, G day $
all designed with the first-class iravelier in mind.
/med Austrglian designer Mare Newson was given caorte blonche, ashels also @ontes’ Creative Director

Internctionally renow
Newson oversees all Qantos product development — gircraft interlors (including the Alrbus A380 fleet armiving from August

next year). onboard products ond lounges all come under Marc's remit.
For the uninitiated. Newson is a fock star of the design world who lives in London and keeps o studic in Paris. He travels 100

days of the year and hes been commissioned to design everything from the interiors of private jets and cookware for Tefal

1o Dom Pefignon chompagne buckets and a concept car for Ford.

Newson grew up inthe northern Sydney subutb of Gordon and attended Sydney College of the Arls, Today his works feature
in permanent collections of the Musee Nationol drArt Moderne housed In the Centre Georges Pornpidou In Paris and the
Museum of Modern Artin New York.

Newson designed aimost everything in the lounges including huge European oak sculptures that seporate the lounge
space Into defined areas: the Payot Parls ¢ay Spa. offering a range of complimentary treatments from a 20-minute express
energlising facialto o 50-minute full body Mossage: and a 48-seat.openkiichen restaurant with menus by. Neil Perry.

The whole idea Is 1o create different niches through the entire space.” sald Newson. who clso brought pointy-end Qcntos
fravollers the Skybed. “The way the space has peen divided up ... helps to create more of o sense of intimacy.”

In other words, first-closs possengers wil'be able-{o-hide from eachothes— which Is exactiywhat they.waont. accoiding 1o
Vanessa Hudson, General Manager of product and Services for Qantos: “We're giving cusiomers ¢ greater sense of spcco

and privacy. People have said an altline needs 10 deliver that to them.”
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Sumptuous

Other enticing features of the lounge include chair-side waiter service thioughout the lounge: ¢ library stocked with a
sel on of newspapers and magaozines, best-selling books and board games including chess and backgammon; and a
dedicated entertainment zone with banks of plasma screans showing local and international news, sport and weather, and
Sony Playstation 3 and Piaystation Partable entertainment systems offering a seleclion of games and movies,

Newson said thot his lavourite aspect of the design was the 180-degree view across the cirport to the city and Botany Bay.
which he humbly noted he had "nothing to do with™.

Newson says he wos lucky to be able to start from scrateh: *If was @ huge bonus.” But, curicusly. there’s not a lot of Australian
input. The d red, black ond brown leather lounge chaoirs, racliners and sofos are by Italy’s Poltrana Frau. Dining chairs and
tables are by Cappellini, Tol Ping wool carpets are from Hong Kong. marble from Carrara ond guartzite from zeriond
Newson is uncpologetic saying. *Without being big heoded. | hove the best contactsin the world, so why not use them?”

In the bathrooms there are individual marble-lined shower suites with stereo volume and lighting controls, as well as radiant
heating to reduce condensation an the mirrers and luggage racks

There are olso stote-of-the-art business focilities with 11 PC workstations, complime
data points throughout the lounge and two private work suites with conference fo es cnd plosma display screens.

The Sydney lounge also features o vertical garden designed by international botanist Patrick Blonc fecturing 8400 Individua
plants. Qantas says Patrick Blonc developed the self-sustaining vertical garden wall while he worked for France’s equivelent
of the CSIRO, Le Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (or LCNGIRS). It is o soft. hanging nutrient-rich support sy
for plants: water and nutrients flow at the back of the wall, and cll 8000-plus plents will need to be pruned and maintain
$0 thay don’t run amok.

The lounges will be manoged by hotel group Sofitel with staff undergeing training through its Acadamie Accor hotel school
The minimurm time spent in @ first-class lounge Is 45 minutes. but hell, I'd give this one ot least six hours! Given that ¢ first-class
return ticket to London costs over $15,000 (plus toxes and charges) it's not surprising that all services are free. What with the
spa trectments, a lc carte restaurant, and complimentary champers — it's o mini-holiday in itself!

The First Class Lounge will never be seen again by this particuler journalist and I've done my best to expunge the lush mentc
images... cattle closs will be too painful otherwise. &
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